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• Throughout 2019: Public and private school educational tours were conducted, using 

both the theatre and exhibits within the World Heritage Centre and walking tours about 

the Town. A grand total of 554 Students went through the Heritage Education Program, 

of which 421 were Public School attendees. 

• Included in the above were the likes of the Bermuda Education Network lead by Becky 

Ausenda plus overseas students from the International Sea Cadets Exchange Program 

fostered by Commanding Officer Michael Frith; Texas A & M University Archeological 

Students guided by Dr. Brent Fortenberry; and the Sail Training Ship “Pelican of London” 

Captained by Chris Blake formerly of the “Spirit of Bermuda” and Diana Dixon of 

Adventure Under Sail, a member of our Twinned Gig Rowers Club in Lyme Regis, Dorset 

England! 

This demonstrates how important relationships and collaboration are the key to 

continued growth of this important educational program. 

• 27 March 2019: Major event of the year was to host the International Conference of 

National Trusts where close to 200 delegates came in from overseas to enjoy the 

opening ceremonies at the World Heritage Centre (WHC) then venturing out for 5 tours 

in various directions to explore the UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

• 25 April 2019: Hosted a special evening presentation by the Twinning Association called 

“Putting the Record Straight” where special SGF Advisor Dr. George Cook and visiting 

President of the Lyme Regis Museum, John Dover put on a talk to explain the true story 

of Sir George Somers and his adventures on the high seas and his extensive land 

ownership in England. There were 14 people from Lyme visiting the island, including 

their Mayor, to coincide with the Peppercorn Ceremony.  

• 19 May 2019: Once again were the Charity of Record for the St. George’s Marine Expo 

where we held a special Tag Day in conjunction with opening the Deliverance. 

• One of the most interesting tours was for 34 members of the Penn State University 

Alumni and Faculty of the George and Ann Richards Civil War Era Center. I worked 

together with their Managing Director to put the tour together to explore all the Civil 

War locations in the Town to show Bermuda’s involvement in the trans-shipment trade 

between the private British textile industry and the Confederate States of America.  

• Continued with the success of providing Corporate UNESCO WHS walking tours for 

groups like Scotia Bank, AFLAC, Merck and others, all coming through the hotel 

convention service departments. 



• Participated with the BTA and Corporation of St George and others to try and generate 

more interest in the town with re-enactments such as the Gun Powder Plot and special 

events like Heritage Night in the square. 

• The addition of 5 extra cruise ship calls in the town from last year was a great help to 

our Second Hand Rose sales but did not see the increase in Museum admissions we had 

hoped for as the profile of passengers seemed more interested in taking pre-arranged 

trips out of town due to lack of time overall on the island.  

I must thank our team of volunteers who remained positive and flexible to cover when 

ever we needed them, particularly after the retirement of Debbie in July and my medical 

leave through the end of the summer. 

• We had the best Christmas season ever, with increase sales and visitations thanks to the 

well-attended special events like the Boat Parade and BNT Christmas Walkabout plus 

the renewed promotion of Second Hand Rose on social media thanks to the efforts of 

Debi Montgomery, winner of Volunteer of the Year 2018 and Patty Bechter, winner for 

2019! 


